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Why Toronto Housing Was Held Up, 1930 


50,000 units lost due to the Inhumanity of narrow-minded business doctrines 





Why Toronto Housing Was Held Up 


This is not a commercial journal, bwt there is no 
‘harm in saying that subseriplions are coming in 
all the time and often from unexpected quarters. 
Curiously, they do not often come from one expeeted 
quarter that is from women students of owe mrid- 
died ‘‘civilization’’, who must knew by this time 
that the modern planning movement goes to the roots 
of much of the ugly urban growth they do so honest- 
ly deplore. In England it has taken the leading 
part in the building of those million cotdages for 
working famiies and its insistence that those cottages 
shounid have light and air, playroom and gardens 
has won out and become a national policy. 

At one time there was a doetrine in neland, 










mies, And the great British Papliament’ dee 
that i might be worth while even Lo offer: 
“subsidy”? and lend money at low interes’ 

and authorize the towns to do the same if 1,000, 
cottages could be built ‘hy love’’—meani 
course, some friendly humanistic direstion the 
ensure eivilized accommodation for family lif 
especially for children, and eut out or ant 
parasitie profiteering, 
Tlie private interests did some kicking snd 

ed out that this was their job and the propo 
bad ‘econontics, but the nation reminded the 
they were not doing the job and had done i 
in the past. The million cottages were built 








Group of Cottage Flats around recreation ground. 


the nation showed that by choosing men t 
the job who could see something more t 


just as there is now in the United States and in 
Canada, that the State must take no part in build- 
ing houses for working families, because this is 
the job for ‘‘private enterprise.’ But the doctrine 
faded out in the face of a great human need, fit 
was a dreary negation, barren of results, because 
‘‘nrivate enterprise’? had conspicuously fallen down 
‘on the job. Even The Times said that the eottages 
built in the past by ‘“‘private enterprise’? for the 
masses of working families ‘“were not built by love’ 
Nobody scoffed at The Thnes, and most people felt 
that The Times had said something really very fine 
and somehow touched a vital secret of social ecano- 












incentive of gain’? and could even respect, SU 
beliefs as love in a cottage and plan for 
pression and continuation “and do the wor: 
wically and efficiently, then ‘‘private et 
came along, asked for a share in the work 
but under such public inspection and 601 
the ‘‘imeentive of gain’? was not allowed. t 
national and humanistic endeavour to hous 
the working families of England, 

There has been a national housing mo 
Canada, but it only produced some 6,0 





‘April, 1980 


There has been no suggestion outside of this journal, 
0 far as we know, that a new national housing 
movement on a different plan and wider in seope 
‘should be inaugurated, We are inclined to think 
the prevailing sentiment in ‘‘buginess’’ circles is 
against if. Yet ‘‘business’’ is not building houses 
for low-paid wage earners, 
_ At this time of writing we have reeeived a letter 
‘from a lady engaged in Community Service from 
which we take the following paragraph ; — 
Our problem in Yoronto is that there seem to 
“de no moderately priced honses for rent in deeent 
localities; [o mean’a rental that a man earning 
$18 to $22 per week can undertake to pay. 
Can you tell me whether any schemes are being 


















2 Haig wie BGparalé ffont doors and hataanion: 
pel Hak igs 4 bathroom. Heating is by steam 
fb od Gsiithal station. Wot water is 

‘supplied all the year round. 
ndertaken in any of the larger cities of Canada 
tg meet this prohlem, and if so, are they carried 
» by private or by civie funds? 
We had to say that the Federal Government 
ousing Fund of $25,000,000 is now exhausted and 
ore houses are being built under that seheme, 
‘We had to say also “that the Toronto Monsing 
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Company, operating under the Ontario Housing Act, 
which authorizes municipalities to guarantee the 
bonds of aecredited public housing companies to 
the extent of 85%, has had fo suspend the excellent 
work if did some fifteen years ago because the City 
Council, (probably deveted to the doctrine that the 
state must not assist poor people to acquire homes, 
sinee that would interfere with private enterprise) 
liad refused to support the housing company by any 
further guarantee in respeet of its bonds. 

We varied this by. saying that at one time the 
work of the ‘Toronto Tousing Company was regard- 
ed by sacial workers on Unis continent as the most 
promising solution of a grave social problem before 
the pubhe yew; but that it had been snapped off 
by narrow doctrinaives, imore jealous for an eco- 
nomic dectrine supported in favour of a business 
group who had failed to supply an urgent social 
need, than monanly sympathetic enough to see that 
the main thing was to get working families comfort- 
ably housed and not who profited by the use of 
bricks and mortar, 

And we ventured to hope that the public would 
come lo see sometime that orthodoxy in economics 
may heeome so harren and bloodless that human- 
thinking people will be compelled to embrace heter- 
odoxy, lest social inefficiency drain the life of the 
nation, 

Imagine a group of social workers, building up 
wm. organization confessedly competent to build 
homes for Toronto’s working population, on the basis 
of an esxeetlent provincial Huusing Act, shaped for 
the purpose by good and thonghifnl men, being ar- 
yested in their fine social work jy a group of men 
in eivie office, who world neither build houses for 
working families nor let anyone else do the job! 


By this tine the Toronto TIousing Company, who 
built the charming residences in Bain Avenne here 
Hustrated, might have built 50,000 houses such as 
our correspondent is inquiring about, They were 
not in the work for personal profit but for social 
service, and therefore they were watching the points 
at which ghoulish profiteering has wrecked so mueh 
tine effort at humanistie service, By building a few 
houses, with better planning and better taste and 
judement than are usually manifested in the eom- 
mercial product they had learned how to do the job. 
But commercial jealousy, with supporters apparent- 
ly on the demoeratic City Council, comes along and 
says, “These people must he eut off, They are taking 
our jobs.’*? ‘Pen years have gone by since their 
work was arrested, Tfas private enterprise. eon- 
tinned their work? Not so far as we know and 
apparently not so far as our correspondent knows, 
who is a social worker on the spot. 

What does all this mean? Let us be frank, Some 
infantile fear on the part of business fossils of what 
they would call sooialism—not knowing the differ- 
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ence between socialism and social serviee—and this 
in a community face to face with the social service 
of the Ontario Hydro Electric! 
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Those first houses of the Toronto: 
pany were ‘‘built by love,’’? and, sent! 
sounds, 50,000 more might have been. b 








A Garden Gate, Riverdale Courts, Toronto Housing Company. 


But the worst feature ig the tnhwmanity of it all. 
That should be clear to the fine women workers of 
Toronto who are asking why working families are 
not decently housed. 





time from the game vital impulse of warn 
if narrow-minded business doctrinaires Bit 
the movement, 
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Newfoundland Slums 


“Newfoundland Slums’? sounds hike an anti-elimay 
to the romance of this famous jsland, set in the silver 
seas, and ajl that and elinging tenaciously to the 
Motherland in spite of much temptation to afiilliate 
with nearer neighbours, 

But there scems no doubt that the  suecessive 
local legislators of the capital city of the Island, St. 
John’s, have allowed a slum situation to develop 
which should arrest even the allelniahs of super- 
patriots, 

Three years ago the city invited onr president, 
Mr, A. G. Daizell, to visit the city and report on 
housing and town planning needs. Mr, Dalzell 
studied the situation and reported grave slum con- 
ditions and the need of a town planning policy to 
remedy these conditions and insure wholesome and 
orderly development in the future. 

A question of high politics intervened and swept 
publie interest away from sueh dull subjects as in- 
sanitary dwellings, but a proup of citizens, with social 
sense and humanistie sympathy for the victims of a 
bad social policy, have refused to let the subject die, 
and another member of our Institute, Mr. F.C. 
Todd, of Montreal, has been invited to make a second 


yeport on housing conditions in St. Johr 
The report does not differ from M 
untess it be in mereased severity of conde 
things as they are. Why a second reporte 
have been neeessary, we de not know, . bu 
think the reporters have done honour to theit 
con in telling the truth about a soeial situate 
depressing the quality of public life and dis 
the management of a eity. 1. 
The reaction of the St. John’s Zvening He 

to Mr, Todd’s report will be seen in the folle 
excerpt from an editorial of March 14: | 
If Mr, Todd in his report of the slum 
north of New Gower Street makes unm 
plain the intolerable conditions that exist, 
also convineing in expressing his opmie 
expert in such matters that the probles 
moving the plagte spot is one which § 
can solve, and that with less difficulty th 
communities have experienced in SD 
eumstances, 
The facts in connection with this slum 

have been so often presented to the. pt 
even more graphic details than Mr. 
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